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February 8, 1991
UM GETS GRANT TO DEVELOP 
MOLECULAR BIOLOGY LAB
MISSOULA —
The University of Montana will soon have a modern molecular 
biology laboratory, thanks to a $410,000 grant from the M.J. Murdock 
Charitable Trust.
The Murdock grant, awarded to the UM Foundation, will combine 
with $100,000 in university funds and $70,000 in other grants to 
purchase eguipment and supplies for the new facility, said Ray 
Murray, UM associate vice president for research.
"This is pretty exciting," said biological sciences Associate 
Professor Tom North, who is coordinating establishment of the new 
lab. "We now have better molecular biology capabilities than anybody 
in the region —  probably the best center in the northern Rockies."
The lab will enhance UM's ability to attract top researchers and 
graduate students, Murray said. And, he said, it is expected to 
boost the state's economy by attracting increased research funding 
and by encouraging development of new biotechnology industries and 
expansion of existing industries. UM's Center of Excellence in 
Biotechnology will make the lab's state—of—the~art eguipment 
available to biotechnology industries, he said.
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The new equipment will be installed in existing UM laboratory 
space and should be in use this spring or early summer, North said.
The Murdock trust was created in 1975 through the estate of 
Melvin J. Murdock, co-founder of the Oregon electronic 
instrumentation company Tektronix Inc. Since its founding in 1975, 
the Portland-based trust has distributed approximately $135 million 
to non-profit education and scientific research institutions in the 
Northwest. Previous Murdock grants have benefited UM's 
telecommunications program and Lubrecht Experimental Forest.
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